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for as long as possible. This is the purpose of the International
Security Organisation the foundation of which is to be laid at
the Conference of the United Nations which opened in San
Francisco on April 25.

The interest and the attention with Tvhich the Soviet public
are watching the course of the San Francisco Conference are
only natural. Everybody knows the part the Soviet Union played
in the effort to curb the fascist aggressors before the war and
to defeat them during the war. Everybody also knows that our
country is a determined champion of international security after
the war.

Thoughts and feelings of the Soviet people on the subject
of a reliable organisation for security of nations were expressed
at the Conference of the United Nations by V. M. Molotov, head
of the Soviet delegation. This speech reflected the firm deter-
mination of the Soviet Union to work hand in hand with all Gov-
ernments which are genuinely striving for a satisfactory solution
of the great problem of ensuring lasting peace among nations.
At the same time the Soviet people are fully aware that there
are many obstacles in the way of the achievement of this aim,
obstacles placed by foes of a strong and effective international
security organisation.

It would be a fatal mistake to forget the lessons of history,
the deplorable experience of the pre-war period when the
League of Nations, which possessed neither authority nor power>
far from preventing the aggressors from preparing for war against
peace-loving nations, actually tended sometimes to lull the vigi-
lance of nations towards impending aggression. Not infrequently,
reactionary forces, which were least of all interested in curbing
fascist aggression, endeavoured to make the League of Nations an
instrument for their sinister intrigues. Unlike the war of "1914-
1918 preparationsvfor this war were not enveloped in secrecy;
they were carried on in the sight of all. The fascist brigands
sharpened the knife against the liberty and life of the peace-
loving nations openly in full view of the -world ; and openly in
full view of the world the foundations of security of nations were
shaken and the sinister game of "non-intervention" and "ap-
peasement" of the fascist aggressors was played.

We cannot obliterate from history the fact that, as V. M.
Molotov stated in his speech at the San Francisco Conference,
" Governments which once claimed leading part in Europe mani-
fested their inability, if not their reluctance, to prevent war with